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English is considered one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, with more than
a billion people around the globe speaking it as a first, second, or foreign language. As a result,

H)English has moved beyond being just a national language—it has become a truly global

means of communication,
The origins of English can be traced back to the Germanic™' tribes, such as the Angles,

Saxons, and Jutes who settled in Britain in the 5

century. The language they brought
gradually developed into what we now call Old English. Over the centuries, English went
through significant changes in vocabulary and grammar. William Shakespeare, one of the
most influential writers in English literature, used Early Modern English in his works. For
instance, in the line “Wherefore art thou Romeo?” the word “wherefore” actually means “why,”
not "where,” as is often misunderstood. In modern English, the line would be: “Why are you
Romeo?”

In addition to vocabulary and grammar, English has also changed through its dialects*?,
Dialects refer to differences in vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. Two of the most well-
known English dialects are British and American English. British speakers might use words
like “flat,” “lorry,” and “holiday,” while American speakers might use “apartment,” “truck,”

and “vacation,” respectively. . Although there is some debate over which dialect is preferable
2)

to learn, both are widely accepted and understood around the world.

English playsa (7 ) role in global education. Many countries have introduced English
at an early stage in their education systems. In Japan, for example, students start learning
English in elementary school. Countries like Egypt, Thailand, and China follow similar
practices.

Today, millions of learners worldwide invest time and effort in mastering English. Their
motivations vary — from academic advancement and career development to travel, cross-
cultural communication, or simply personal enjoyment. Learning a second language
- particularly English — opens the door to (3c0unt}ess opportunities, fostering global

connections and expanding access to knowledge, culture, and economic growth,

(i£) Germanic™ : X~ VEBIRO  dialect(s)”” : BiELH

11 TF#ER(1) English has moved beyond being just a national language & J& b EV H D
., FTORRE (1~4) O3 b9b—0@EY, FrTELLRS

RE

. English is owned by specific countries.
. English is no longer a domestic language.

. English has spread from England to the United States.
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. English has changed from an international to a national language.

B2 THE2E, both BETAFEZME I L THAFRISRL 2 S v,

HEM3 oM (7 ) KWARDOLRLELRLOE, TOBRRK (1~4) O

LI —DBC, FETHEI RSV,

1. wvital 2. minor 3. passive 4. confusing
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1. few 2. many 3. any 4. rare
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. William Shakespeare wrote in Old English.
Modern English is the same as Old English.
English has only American and British dialects.
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Many countries include English in early education.
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According to the passage, what is common between American and British English?
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. Both use the exact words.
. Both are minor dialects.
. Both are widely spoken.
. Both are difficult to learn.
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. How one language spread across the world
. How writers like Shakespeare used difficult words
. Differences between English and European languages

. Why some accents are easier to understand than others

0. RORFELx A & (1~4) &2 L3,

Alex:

Sarah:

Alex:

Sarah :

Alex:

Sarah :

Alex:

Sarah ;
Alex :

ali 1

1.

Good morning, Sarah! It's such a beautiful, sunny day — perfect for hiking, don't you
think?

Good morning, Alex! [ agree. Do you have any suggestions for good places to explore?
How about Mount ABC?

I'd love that — but isn't it around 1,200 meters high? Also, we don’t have a car to get to
the starting point of the trail.

Actually, the mountain is around 500 meters lower than that. And don’t worry about
(7 ) — there’s a bus every 30 minutes from a station just five minutes away on
foot.

That sounds perfect! T'll go get ready.

Great! T'll pick up some sunscreen and a few extra bottles of water, just in case.
Better safe than sorry, right?

You're the best — thank vou!
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situation 2. vacation 3. transportation 4. accommodation

2 Alex 12 LU, Mount ABC DR S WEAMA— P e TOBERE (1~4) 99

1.

axfi] 3

1.

L b —DBEY, FEETEZ RS0,

1,700 meters 2. 1,200 meters 3. 700 meters 4, 500 meters
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35 minutes 2. 30 minutes 3. 5 minutes
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. No problem!

. I don’t think so.
. No worries, I'll stay here.

. Why are you saying that?
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A. Tom and his wife gave each ( ) birthday gifts last year.

1. them 2. themselves 3. other 4 . another

B. Career advisors are people ( ) job is to help others find a job.
1. who 2. which 3. that 4. whose

C. Callme ( ) it’s convenient for you.

1. whatever 2. whenever 3. wherever 4. whoever
D. Itold them to stop talking, but they wouldn’t ( }.

1. listen 2. listens 3. listened 4. listening
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April is the ( } month.,

2. HOBMEAZLTL 60D TTTH?

Is this the first time you've ( ) your ears fested?

3. EHESEEIS N, RIZSETLR.,
I was five when the Aichi Expo ( ) place.
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